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Hopefully you and your new learners 

have settled into 2017. By the time 

you receive this EnviroNews, the first 

term will be almost over and so this 

issue of EnviroNews focuses on our 

Term 2 programme, but also gives 

teachers an update about Cape 

Town’s current water crisis. 
 

World Water Day 22 March 

 
A perfect opportunity to make your 

learners aware of the water situation 

in Cape Town and to give them the 

chance to make a real difference. 

Encourage them to become Water 

Warriors on Smile 90.4 FM. You could 

even have a ‘Waterless Wednesday’ 

at your school.  
 

Water Restrictions in CT 
The City of Cape Town (CCT) has 

implemented  

Level 3B water restrictions: 
 

 Watering of gardens may only 

be done on TUESDAYS and 

SATURDAYS; before 09:00 and 

after 18:00 to prevent 

evaporation. Only a bucket or 

watering can may be used. One 

hour per household per day. 

 NO hosepipes or sprinkler 

systems may be used; 

 NO washing of cars with potable 

water; use grey water from your 

bath or shower; 

 No portable play-pools are 

allowed to be used; 

 Swimming pools must have 

covers to prevent evaporation; 

 Hard surfaces or paved areas 

may not be washed down with 

potable water. 

Why is it necessary? 
Cape Town is a city with almost 4 

million people. The dam levels are 

critically low at ± 23% of usable water 

left before the rainy season starts 

and with at least one hot, dry month 

still ahead. The CCT’s target of 

reducing our combined water 

consumption to 700 million litres per 

day has not been reached. We are 

still using 837 million litres per day. 
 

So who’s using the most water? 
According to CCT, in alphabetical 

order: Athlone, Constantia, 

Kraaifontein, Lansdowne, Newfields, 

Newlands, Rylands & Somerset West. 

Water saving starts in the classroom. 

Teachers, talk to the learners that 

water saving is urgent. 
 

What can we do? 
 Shower instead of bathing. 

 Shower for one minute less. 

 Put a bucket in the shower to 

catch water while it is getting 

warm. 

 Turn off the tap while brushing 

your teeth and/or shaving. 

 Put a bowl in the basin to catch 

water while you wash your 

hands or fruit. Pour that water 

into the bucket in the shower.  

 When you have enough of this 

used (grey) water, use it on the 

plants outside instead of giving 

them potable water. 

 Put a brick or full plastic bottle in 

the toilet cistern. It will displace 

the water and you’ll use less to 

flush (each flush uses 5-10 l of 

water). You could save between 

8 and 32 litres a day! 

 If it's yellow, let it mellow; if it's 

brown, flush it down. 

 Repair all leaks – every drop 

counts! 

___________________________________ 

BOOKINGS FOR 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or almost! This promotional offer 

applies only to schools that have not 

ever booked lessons with the Centre 

before. Book for all the classes in one 

Grade and one of those classes gets 

to come free (up to a maximum of 2 

per school, if you book for multiple 

grades). Contact us to find out more:  

Tel: (021) 762-1622 

admin@centreforconservation.co.za 

___________________________________ 

Water Awareness 
This lesson deals with everything that 

everyone is concerned about at the 

moment: the water shortage. We 

examine where water comes from 

(not just the tap!) and how it is 

supplied by dams to a developing 

city like Cape Town. Water as a 

scarce resource is highlighted, as is 

the need to use it sustainably. We 

look at a variety of water-saving tips 

for the home and school. The 

content varies according to the 

curriculum needs of each grade. 

Suitable for Gr 4; 5; 6 & 7. 
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Special Programmes T 2 

The Graveyard as Classroom 
 

 

 

 

 

Contrary to the belief of some, 

graveyards are beautiful places, 

filled with artworks, peace and love. 

They also teach us many things: the 

histories of individuals and 

communities; geneaology; social 

customs; sentiment and beliefs; 

architecture; the use of urban 

space; and conservation. This lesson 

takes place in the Wynberg 

Cemetery, where we look at grave 

decorations, epitaphs, wars and 

diseases. We search for the graves of 

some of Wynberg’s community 
leaders, among them the Earl of 

Stamford and his wife Martha 

Solomons, who was a slave 

descendant.  

Gr 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10, 11, 12 

___________________________________ 

Groot Constantia 
We have several lessons available: 

1. Cellar Tour & Viticulture 

Gr 4 Social Sciences Geography 

Only during Feb & March, when 

the grapes are being harvested. 

2. Groot Constantia as a Heritage Site 

Gr 4; 5 Social Sciences History 

Ideal for Local History (Gr 4) or 

Heritage Trail through SA (Gr 5). 

3. Transport 

Gr 4 Social Sciences History 

How the farm’s distance from its 

markets affected its transport 

needs through the years. 

4. Slavery 

Gr 7 Social Sciences History 

The farm depended on the 

labour of slaves in the early days. 

We look at what work they did. 

Other field trips 
All our field trips and outdoor lessons 

are always popular, but will not be 

available during the 3rd Term – the 

wet months – with the exception of 

visits to the Arderne Gardens and the 

Tokai Arboretum during Arbor Week. 

 

The Trees of Tokai Arboretum 
We are delighted to have this venue 

back after it has been closed to the 

public since the fires of 2015. The 

Arboretum is a Provincial Heritage 

Site where trees were planted as a 

scientific experiment to see which 

were suitable for the timber industry. 

If your learners live in an environment 

where there are no big trees, this 

outing is a magical experience. We 

also bring in an aspect of story-

telling. Suitable for Gr 4, 5 & 6. 

Gr 3 only during Arbor Week in Sept. 

 

The Trees of Arderne Gardens 
The Gardens are 

also a Provincial 

Heritage Site 

where a number 

of Champion 

Trees have been 

planted that are 

protected because of their 

remarkable size, age and value. 

They provide a huge WOW factor for 

the learners. Suitable for Gr 4, 5 & 6. 

Gr 3 only during Arbor Week in Sept. 

 

The Liesbeek as a River Study 
The Liesbeek is one of only a few 

accessible rivers in an urban area. 

We focus on the impact of human 

development and invader plants on 

the River and its biodiversity. A 

scientific audit of the River is done. 

Suitable for Gr 5, 6 & 12 (with Gr 12 

we also cover river management). 

___________________________________ 

International Museum Day 
(IMD) 18 May 2017 

This day is celebrated all over the 

world; it showcases museums and 

the special public programmes they 

present. As we also manage the 

WCED’s Education Museum, we 

always make a big thing of IMD. The 

theme for this year is: ‘Museums and 

contested histories: saying the 

unspeakable in museums’. 
 

History is a vital tool for defining 

identity, and each of us defines 

ourselves through important and 

historic events. The Group Areas Act 

of 1950 had a traumatic effect on 

individuals, but also on schools. In 

Wynberg two schools were forced to 

move: one white; one coloured. 

Then a new school was established 

to fill the gap despite opposition from 

the local community. Much of this 

has been unspoken for too long. You 

can participate in two ways: 
 

1. If you have a painful memory of 

‘History that hurts’, please 

contact us for our e-Postcard 

where you can share it; 

2. If you want your learners to gain 

insight and understanding, book 

for our IMD programme running  

    15 to 19 May 2017: 

 ‘A Case Study of York Road Primary’ 
 

Tel: (021) 762-1622;                   E-mail: 

admin@centreforconservation.co.za 

___________________________________ 

Online bookings 
For your convenience, our Booking 

Form for all other lessons is now 

available online. Click on the link 

below to access it: 
Greetings: Sigi, 

Anton, Natasha 

Mark, Lynne, Andrea 

mailto:admin@centreforconservation.co.za
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJ8vKEBhVmLHtBLjpQjJSW89WDieF9yapiMiWZjtLbVlablQ/viewform

