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HERITAGE EDITION 

This edition of EnviroNews is 

dedicated to heritage: natural and 

built. September – Heritage month – 

is around the corner and there is lots 

to look forward to. But first, a glance 

back to an activity that highlighted 

Cape Town’s rich natural heritage:  

 

City Nature Challenge 
This was held from 26 – 29 April 2019 

in many cities across the world. 

Ordinary citizens were encouraged 

to download the iNaturalist App 

onto their smartphones, go out into 

nature and photograph as many 

wild plant and animal species as 

possible, using the App. Our own 

staff went to Glencairn Tidal Pool 

and photographed the plants and 

marine animals in the pool with 

underwater cameras. 
 

 
 iNaturalist is a citizen science project 

and online social network of 

naturalists, citizen scientists and 

biologists, built on the idea of 

mapping and sharing observations 

of biodiversity across the globe.   
 

And it’s official: Cape Town is the 

most biodiverse city!  

The City of Cape Town won two 

of the three categories: the most 

observations conducted (53 763) 

and the most species photographed 

(over 4 588). Well done, Cape Town! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

ECO-SCHOOLS 
Join the Eco-Schools Programme. 

We support Eco-Schools in different 

ways. More in our next edition. 

The LIMPET Programme  

Citizen Science 
The Long-term Intertidal Monitoring 

through Participation, Evaluation & 

Training is a Citizen Science 

programme we do with Gr 10 & 11 

Life Sciences learners. It was so 

successful in 2018 that we decided 

to continue with it this year, even 

though we no longer have the 

sponsorship to pay for schools’ 

transport. We are currently working 

with Modderdam High and Curro 

Private. One of the foci is how 

awesome and fragile our marine 

heritage is. If your school is interested 

in joining the programme for 2020, 

contact Natasha at (021) 762-1622 
natasha@centreforconservation.co.za 

---------------------------------------------------- 

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL 

CLEAN-UP 
Saturday 14 September 2019, but 

schools can do it before or after this 

date. This is a great opportunity for 

learners to get practically involved in 

cleaning the environment. The data 

of the debris collected is sent to 

scientists to analyse; the learners thus 

add to the scientific knowledge and 

become citizen scientists. Schools 

arranging beach clean-ups can get 

data cards, plastic gloves & refuse 

bags from us. Contact 

Anton at (021) 762-1622 

anton@centreforconservation.co.za 

___________________________________ 

BLUE HERITAGE PLAQUES  

Schools’ Project 
This project has become very 

popular. A Circular Minute went out 

recently to the schools in the four 

Metro Districts.  Schools are invited to 

apply for a Blue Heritage Plaque in 

one of 4 categories: 

 The age of the school (needs to 

be older than 125 years) 

 An architecturally significant 

building (e.g. well-known 

architect; building style; etc.) 

 Exceptional service to the 

community  

 Survival under difficult 

circumstances (e.g. Role in the 

Struggle for democracy) 

 A past learner or educator who 

has distinguished themselves 

(must no longer be living)  

If you need an application form, or 

any other information, contact 

Sigi at (021) 762-1622 
principal@centreforconservation.co.za 
________________________________________________ 

Schools’ Heritage 

Celebration 2018 
Wednesday 18 September 2019 

This year we are focussing on schools 

in Athlone/Crawford. Participation is 

by invitation, but as there are many 

schools in this area, we will look at the 

oldest ones first. Schools will be 

contacted individually.  
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YOUR SCHOOL’s HERITAGE 
Many schools have proud histories, 

famous past pupils, stories and 

photographs to share. However, 

their displays are not generally 

accessible to the public. This year, 

we invited schools to participate in 

International Museum Day on 18 

May. 5 schools responded and 

opened their displays, archives 

and/or school museums to the 

public. This was the first time this has 

ever been done in Cape Town and 

the schools enjoyed it just as much as 

their visitors did. 

___________________________________ 

What about your school? 
A school museum does not have to 

be a separate, dedicated building. It 

could be: 

 A series of framed photographs; 

 A small collection of old school 

artefacts (desks, bell, science 

equipment, slates etc); 

 A simple display case with some 

interesting objects from your 

school’s past; 

 An archive of old documents, 

registers, inspection reports, 

school magazines etc  

pertaining to your school; 

 An exhibition of items of uniform; 

 A room where heritage objects 

from your school’s history are 

displayed; 

 Any Provincial Heritage Site 

(building, monument etc) on 

your school property; 

 A heritage garden. 
 

If you are interested in starting an 

archive or museum, here are some 

tips to get you going: 

1. Take a good look around and 

see what the school has. Don’t 

be afraid to ask what the 

Principal has in her/his office! 

2. Write up a simple inventory. 

3. Join the Forum for School 

Museums and Archives (FSMA) 

This is a 

national 

initiative, 

designed 

to support 

schools 

that have 

museums 

and/or 

archives. The Western Cape 

branch is run by Tania Robbertse 

and Sigi Howes. We meet once 

a term and usually have a 

speaker on how to manage 

school collections. From time to 

time we also send out notes with 

useful tips. Contact Tania if you 

are interested in joining: 

trobbertze@wbhs.org.za 

4. If you are not interested in 

starting your own museum but 

have some artefacts to donate, 

consider giving them to the 

Education Museum, where they 

will be treasured and cared for 

properly. See the attached flyer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATE YOUR SCHOOL’S 

BIRTHDAY 
We encourage schools to be proud 

of their traditions and history. There is 

nothing more proud-making than 

celebrating your school’s own 

heritage and what has been 

achieved over the years. Whether 

your school is 10 or 100 years old, we 

hope you are doing something to 

preserve and celebrate your 

school’s milestones.  
 

We can help you set up a special 

temporary exhibition. For a small fee, 

we have the following 2 packages to 

suit your needs: 
 

1. A single display case with 10 

items from the Education 

Museum’s collection: R300 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. A display tailored to your needs 

and budget. This would be 

determined at an initial meeting. 
 

See our flyer attached. 

___________________________________ 

LESSON BOOKINGS 
We have a few openings in the 4th 

term, but please make sure you have 

your Circuit Manager’s approval.  

Online bookings 
Click on the link below: 

___________________________________ 

With our best green greetings 

Sigi, Anton, Mark, Natasha & Lynne 

mailto:trobbertze@wbhs.org.za
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