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Citizen Science 
This edition of EnviroNews is 

dedicated to Science, in 

particular Natural Sciences and 

Life Sciences. We want to 

encourage schools to nudge 

their learners outdoors – either on 

their own, on organised school 

field trips, or as part of an 

environment or nature club – to 

become active citizen scientists 

and collect valuable data for 

science and conservation. 

 

Become a citizen scientist 
Have you recently taken a nice 

snapshot of a frog or butterfly or 

an unidentified creepy-crawly? 

Did you see a bird displaying 

interesting behaviour or an 

animal in an unusual location? If 

you answered YES to any of 

these questions, then it’s time to 

become a citizen scientist. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A citizen scientist is a person who 

voluntarily gives of her or his time, 

effort and resources toward 

scientific research in partnership 

with professional   scientists. A 

formal science background is 

not necessary.   
______________________________ 

Virtual Museums 
In the past, identifying a bird, a 

frog or a rare mammal would 

have involved consulting a stack  

of field guides. These days there 

is a simpler way to identify the 

intriguing creatures you may find 

in the veld, in your garden or in 

the school playground:  
 

Take a snapshot of it with your 

cell phone and submit it to a 

‘virtual museum’ and an expert 

will identify it for you. At the same 

time you will be contributing to 

the body of knowledge about 

the distribution of species.  

 

The University of Cape Town’s 

Animal Demography Unit (ADU) 

is the driving force behind some 

of the most prominent citizen 

science projects in South Africa.  

http://www.zoology.uct.ac.za/c

itizen_science.php 
(Mouse over the link, press Ctrl, then left-click 

on the mouse) 

 

The ADU has created a number 

of virtual museums, including: 
 

For the birds:  

My Birdpatch 
The ADU has its roots in 

ornithology, so it’s not surprising 

that there are many ways of 

getting involved in citizen 

science if you are a bird fanatic. 

My Birdpatch is a bit advanced 

for children, but bird enthusiasts 

like it to keep track of birds in 

gardens or in the veld etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://mybirdpatch.adu.org.za/ 

MammalMAP 
Putting African mammals on the 

map – this was the ADU’s first 

citizen science project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mammalmap.adu.org.za 
 

FrogMAP 
To track sightings, 

numbers, habitat, 

migration, mating 

patterns of frogs. 

frogMAP.adu.org.za 

_______________________________ 

Citizen Science Projects 
 

RePhoto 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Cnr Main Rd & Church St, Wynberg 

 

This project encourages 

citizen scientists to contribute 

to an understanding of how 

South Africa's environment 

has been changing and is 

continuing to change. This is 

done by comparing two 

photographs of the same 

view, taken at different times, 

and then recording the major 

changes that have taken 

place between the photos. 

This approach is called 

'repeat photography'. 

http://rephotosa.adu.org.za 

http://www.zoology.uct.ac.za/citizen_science.php
http://www.zoology.uct.ac.za/citizen_science.php
http://mybirdpatch.adu.org.za/
http://mammalmap.adu.org.za/
http://frogmap.adu.org.za/
http://rephotosa.adu.org.za/
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iSpot 

 

 

 

 

 
This is an international network 

that connects citizen scientists to 

experts in the field to learn about 

ecology. Ordinary citizens can 

participate by uploading 

images and sharing information. 

iSpot Southern Africa has a more 

local flavour, capturing all 

biodiversity: mammals, birds, fish, 

invertebrates, plants, fungi – all in 

our CAPS. It is sponsored by the 

South African Biodiversity 

Institute (SANBI). Even junior 

citizen scientists can participate 

in biodiversity recording, 

identification and monitoring. 

www.ispotnature.org/communiti

es/southern-africa 

______________________________ 

What Species? 
This is a citizen science tool that 

was developed in South Africa 

by a parent who wanted to help 

her children identify insects and 

plants for school projects. This 

website caters specifically to a 

young audience: 

www.whatspecies.com 

______________________________ 

Harlequin Ladybird 

Project 
Researchers 

from the 

University of 

Stellenbosch 

are doing a 

study of the 

invasive Harlequin ladybird in 

South Africa. These insects 

feed on our local ladybirds 

and also on fruit. They thus 

have a detrimental effect on 

agricultural crops in the 

Western Cape as well as on 

indigenous ladybird diversity.  

If you can assist, contact: 

Dr Minette Karsten 

minettek@sun.ac.za 

or upload your photos of 

these ladybirds to iSpot. 
______________________________ 

Whales for Africa 
It’s that time of the year again 

when Southern Right Whales are 

seen in the Indian Ocean 

coastal waters of the Western 

Cape. From July until October, 

the cows enter False Bay and 

other sheltered inlets to give birth 

to their young. They remain until 

the calves are big enough to 

swim into the open ocean; until 

then, they bring joy and pleasure 

to countless locals and tourists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Whale spotters are an example 

of citizen scientists: anyone with 

an interest in whales and/or 

science can report whale 

sightings. There is a Junior Whale 

Spotting programme run by A 

Whale of a Heritage Tour. 

http://www.awhaleofaheritager

oute.co.za/ 

 

 

270 000th learner visits Centre 

for Conservation Education 
This is Makhi Bunn, a Gr 6 learner 

from Sea Point Primary School, who 

became the 270 000th learner to visit 

us. Here he is with Anton Fortuin at 

the Liesbeek River. Makhi and his 

classmates did a study of the River 

and, as citizen scientists they did 

sample counts of live animal species 

to test the river’s health. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Eco Schools Programme 
This is an international programme 

developed to support environmental 

learning in the 

classroom. Managed 

locally by the Wildlife 

& Environment Society 

of South Africa 

(WESSA), it helps 

create awareness and action 

around environmental sustainability 

in schools and their communities. 

There is no easier way to start your 

learners becoming citizen scientists. 

http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-

do/schools-programme/eco-

schools.htm 
________________________________________________ 

BOOKINGS FOR 2017 
For schools that are wanting to do 

one of our environmental lessons 

next year, please book now to avoid 

disappointment. The first term is 

always booked up very quickly.  
________________________________________________ 

With warm citizen greetings:  

Sigi, Anton, Mark, Natasha, Lynne & 

Andrea 
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