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Water water 

nowhere and not 

a drop to drink 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the reality of South Africa’s 

water situation if all its citizens don’t 

do their best to use it sparingly and 

sustainably. This edition of 

EnviroNews is dedicated to water, 

that amazing, life-giving substance 

on which all living things depend. 

South Africa is a dry country and 

water is thus a scarce resource.   

_______________________________ 

Water Restrictions in CT 
Since November, the City of Cape 

Town (CCT) has implemented Level 3 

water restrictions. Together with 

higher tariffs, they are meant to 

encourage us to be more careful 

about how we use water.  
 

As we are situated in a water-scarce 

region, these restrictions depend on 

the dam storage levels. Currently the 

level of the dams is critically low, and 

this means we must save 30% of our 

water, especially considering there is 

little chance of rain in the Western 

Cape over the next 4 months. We 

must all play our part in helping the 

City manage our water resources. 

The following apply when using 

municipality supplied drinking water: 
 

 Water your garden with a bucket 

or watering can; 

 NO hosepipes or sprinkler 

systems may be used; 

 Watering times are not restricted  

but limited to mornings and 

evenings to avoid evaporation; 

 Wash your car with a bucket; 

 No portable play-pools are 

allowed to be used; 

 Swimming pools should have 

covers to prevent evaporation; 

 Only pools with covers may be 

manually topped up; 

 Well-points and boreholes must 

be registered with the CCT; 

 Signage for non-potable water 

sources must be displayed and 

be visible from the road; 

 Rain water harvesting, grey 

water re-use and spring water 

usage should also be signed; 

 Hard surfaces or paved areas 

may not be washed down with 

drinking water. 

______________________________________ 

Water Conservation in 

the Curriculum 
GET Intermediate & Senior Phase: 

Social Sciences Geography 

Gr 4: uses of water; water as a 

scarce resource 

Gr 5: impact of dams 

Gr 6: importance of wetlands 

Gr 7: disappearing wetlands; 

responsible use of water resources 

Gr 9: resource use and sustainability 

FET: Geography 

Gr 10: water resources & 

management 

Gr 11: resources & sustainability 

Environmental dates 2017 
Term 1 

Date Environmental or 

Cultural Day 
2 Feb World Wetlands Day 

21 Feb International Mother 

Language Day 

20–24 Ma National Water Week 

22 Ma World Water Day 

23 Mar World Meteorological Day 

Sat 25 Ma Earth Hour: 20:30 – 21:30  

Term 2 
17 April 

1658 

Date of the first official 

school at the Cape 

22 April Earth Day 

23 April World Book Day 

18 May International Museum Day 

22 May Biodiversity Day 

25 May Africa Day 

5 June World Environment Day 

Term 3 
1-7 Sep Arbor Week 

Sat 16 Se International Coastal 

Clean-up Day  

15 Sep Recycling Day South Africa 

24 Sep Heritage Day 

27 Sep World Tourism Day 

Term 4 
2 Oct World Habitat Day 

5 Oct World Teachers’ Day 

9–15 Oct National Marine Week 

________________________ 

Special Programmes T 1 
 

World Wetlands Day 
2 February 2017 

Learn about the important role that 

wetlands play in purifying water and 

what we can do to protect and 

conserve them. Suitable for Gr 5-7.  
 

National Water Week 
22 – 24 March 2017 

Our special lesson, Water Awareness, 

focuses on the current water 

situation where water is a scarce 

resource that we must use sparingly 

and sustainably. Suitable for Gr 4-7. 

These restrictions are in line with 

the CCT’s Water Conservation & 

Water Demand Management 

(WCWDM) programme, which 

minimises water loss and promotes 

the efficient use of water. It was 

awarded the C40 Cities Award for 

Climate Change Adaptation at 

the COP21 conference in Paris in 

December 2015. 

http://www.capetown.gov.za/Family%20and%20home/residential-utility-services/residential-water-and-sanitation-services/this-weeks-dam-levels
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Earth Hour 
Sat 25 March 2017 
 

We ask schools to promote this in 

their communities: to switch off 

all lights between 20:30 and 

21:30 on 25 March. This year, 

because of the water restrictions 

we urge everyone to also keep 

the taps closed and to use NO 

WATER at that time. 

_____________________________ 

SS History: Local History 

Project - Make a 

Museum Display Gr 4 

 
This lesson has become hugely 

popular.  Using some of the artefacts 

from the Education Museum’s 

collection, we teach the learners 

how to make a simple museum 

display. Also covered is the illustrated 

history of the suburb your school is in. 

As this lesson is best done in the first 

term, we suggest you book now and 

avoid the January rush! 

___________________________________ 

Cellar Tour & Viticulture 

Gr 4 
This Social Sciences Geography 

lesson fits in with the Gr 4 curriculum 

and is only done during the harvest 

at the Groot Constantia farm. It 

begins with a look at the relationship 

between the seasons and viticulture. 

The learners are taken on a tour of 

the Groot Constantia Production 

Cellar which uses state-of-the-art 

technology and afterwards do a 

juice tasting in one of the tasting 

rooms. 

_______________________________ 

Field studies and other 

outdoor lessons 
Many of our field studies and 

outdoor lessons can only be done in 

the dry season. The following are 

available in terms 1, 2 and 4: 

 Biodiversity in the Table 

Mountain Biosphere Gr 6 & 7 

 The Liesbeek as a River Study 

Gr 5, 6 & 12 

 A Rocky Seashore Study 

Gr 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 &11 

Our second-most popular 

lesson. Teachers are advised to 

book early for this field study as 

there are relatively few days 

when the tide is low enough to 

do a rock pool study. 

 And, our brand new lesson: 

 

The Graveyard as Classroom 
Gr 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10, 11, 12 

This lesson takes place at the 

Wynberg Cemetery in Church St. 

Contrary to the mistaken belief of 

some, graveyards are beautiful 

places, filled with artworks, peace 

and love. They also teach us many 

things: the histories of individuals and 

communities; geneaology; social 

customs; sentiment and beliefs; 

architecture; the use of urban 

space; and conservation. We look at 

grave decorations, epitaphs, wars 

and diseases. We search for the 

graves of some of Wynberg’s 

community leaders, among them 

the Earl of Stamford and his wife 

Martha Solomons, who was a slave 

descendant.  

BOOKINGS FOR 2017 
For schools that are wanting to do 

one of the above environmental 

lessons early next year, please book 

now to avoid disappointment. The 

first term is always booked up very 

quickly.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or almost! This promotional offer 

applies only to schools that have not 

ever booked lessons with the Centre 

before. Book for all the classes in one 

Grade and one of those classes gets 

to come free. Contact us during 

school hours to find out more.  

Tel: (021) 762-1622 

admin@centreforconservation.co.za 

We are closed during the holidays. 

___________________________________ 

Other lessons 
To see what else we have on offer, 

see our Lesson Booklet 2017. This will 

be sent out electronically via the 

WCED very soon, but you may also 

request one from us.  
________________________________________________ 

Online bookings 
For your convenience, our Booking 

Form is now available online. Click on 

the link below to access it: 

 

 

 
________________________________________________ 

With cool waterwise greetings 

Sigi, Anton, Mark, Natasha, Lynne & 

Andrea 

mailto:admin@centreforconservation.co.za
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJ8vKEBhVmLHtBLjpQjJSW89WDieF9yapiMiWZjtLbVlablQ/viewform

