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2018: the year that was 

A reflection on the activities of the 

Centre for Conservation Education  

 

290 000 learners 
That is the number of schoolchildren 

who have visited the Centre since 

we opened our doors in 1989. 

Dilques Arendse, a Gr 7 learner from 

Sullivan Primary School, was the 

learner who hit that mark this year. 

___________________________________ 

Two awards 
1. Best New Museum Programme 

for our ‘History that Hurts’ 

programme with York Road 

Primary School 

2. Best Contribution to Local History 

for our Grade 4 lesson: ‘Make a 

Museum Display’ 

___________________________________ 

Our first Skyped lessons 
During International Museum Week 

we were able to Skype the activities 

we were doing with St George’s 

Grammar School and Turfhall Primary 

to the Groote Schuur Hospital 

School, Eros School for LSEN and 

Rylands Primary. 

___________________________________ 

The LIMPET Programme  

Citizen Science 
The Long-term Intertidal Monitoring 

through Participation, Evaluation & 

Training is a Citizen Science 

programme we did with the Gr 10 

Life Sciences students of Ocean 

View High and Simon’s Town Schools. 

Together with a group of Marine 

Biologists, we taught the learners 

how to collect and interpret 

scientific data at the rocky seashore. 

In this way, these young people have 

already made a real contribution to 

science. 

___________________________________ 

New gazebos 
In environmental education, and 

especially with the outdoor lessons 

we do, we need a lot of special 

equipment. Courtesy of the Cape 

Town Environmental Education Trust 

(CTEET), we were able to get two 

new gazebos through the LIMPET 

Programme. They keep the learners 

comfortable and safe from the sun. 

___________________________________ 

Blue Plaque Schools’ Project 
This project is growing in stature and 

popularity. We started it for schools in 

the greater Cape Town area, 

working with the Simon van der Stel 

Heritage Foundation, but have not 

had any jurisdiction to award 

heritage plaques outside that area. 

We are now busy negotiating with 

other heritage bodies so that we can 

expand the project into other parts 

of the Western Cape.  
 

3 schools received Blue Heritage 

Plaques during 2018: 

 Athlone High: for survival under 

difficult circumstances and in 

honour of the many students of 

the school who fought 

Apartheid, including Dulcie 

September (1935-1988). 

 Beau Soleil Music Centre:  

for its architecturally significant 

neo-Gothic Victorian building, 

which was built in 1877 as a 

private residence. We also 

acknowledged neighbouring 

school for the 

role it played in 1974 in fighting 

the demolition of this building. 

 Bonteheuwel High: for a past 

pupil who has distinguished 

himself: Ashley Kriel (1966-1987). 

The unveiling of this plaque was 

a very special occasion and 

probably drew the biggest 

attendance at a Blue Plaque 

unveiling in the history of Cape 

Town, with nearly 750 people. 

___________________________________ 

A tribute to Ashley Kriel 

Ashley was a young activist in 

Bonteheuwel who fought for 

social justice and freedom in 

the 1980s. While at school, he 

was a good student, excelling 

in Maths and Science. He was 

intelligent, widely-read, and 

displayed leadership skills at an 

early age. Not everyone knows 

that he also fought against 

gangsterism, recognising that 

it robbed young people of 

their future. He was an 

accomplished public speaker, 

and used this to great effect to 

rally the masses. Naturally the 

authorities saw him as a threat. 

In 1987 the security police 

traced him to a safe house in 

Hazendal, Athlone, and killed  
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him by shooting him in the 

back. He was 20 years old. In 

1990 Nelson Mandela paid 

tribute to Ashley during his first 

speech after being released 

from prison as one who paid 

the ultimate price. 

 

At the recent unveiling of the 

Blue Plaque in his honour at his 

old school, the Principal 

echoed the sentiment of the 

whole school community 

when she said: "Today we 

bring Ashley Kriel back to 

Bonteheuwel High". Dulce et 

decorum est. 
________________________________________________ 

Schools’ Heritage 

Celebration 2018 
20 schools in the Newlands, 

Claremont & Kenilworth attended 

this celebration of their heritage: 

Auburn House, Beau Soleil Music 

Centre, Cedar House Prep, 

Claremont High, College of Magic, 

Goldfields Environmental Education 

Centre, Greenfield Girls’ Primary, 

Groote Schuur High, Groote Schuur 

Primary, Herschel Girls’ High, Herschel 

Girls’ Prep, Livingstone High, Peter 

Clarke Art Centre, Rosmead Central 

Primary, SACS High, SACS Junior, The 

Grove Primary, Voortrekker High, 

Westerford High & Western Province 

Prep. We honoured the South 

African College Schools (SACS) as 

the oldest school in this 

geographical area, and Cedar 

House Prep as the youngest. Little 

Mia Robinson from Cedar House 

addressed the SACS boys with these 

words: “It’s a wonderful 

achievement for a school to be 189 

years old; my school is only 7 years 

old; when it turns 189 I won’t be alive 

to experience it”. Out of the mouths 

of babes.  

BLUE HERITAGE PLAQUE 

The well-known author, Dan Sleigh, 

applied for a Blue Plaque on our 

behalf and we were thrilled when we 

were one of the recipients. Our 

institution has gone through many 

metamorphoses and name 

changes, but it has never skipped a 

day of education since its doors 

opened in 1836: 

 

 
 

That makes us the oldest school in 

Wynberg! We also have the only 

museum dedicated entirely to 

education in Africa!  

___________________________________ 

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL 

CLEAN-UP (ICC) 
This was held on and around Sat 15 

September and was, according to 

John Kieser (National Co-ordinator of 

ICC), the best one EVER! 35 000 

green bags and 10 800 pairs of 

gloves were distributed to 

participating schools and 

organisations, and  all along South 

Africa’s coastline caring citizens got 

their hands dirty. The participating 

schools in Cape Town were 

Bloubergrant HS, HS DF Malan, 

Kensington HS, Kommetjie PS, 

Lentegeur HS, Lilliput PPS, Rylands HS, 

Sea Point PS and Wittebome HS. Well 

done to these schools. 

OUR PROGRAMME FOR 2019 
Our Lesson Booklet for 2019 will be 

sent to your school electronically via 

the WCED. You may also request one 

from us directly. Afrikaans too. All our 

lessons are WCED approved. 

Contact Lynne  (021) 762-1622 or 

admin@centreforconservation.co.za 

___________________________________ 

Video clips of our lessons 
Our own videographer, Mark van 

Rensburg, has been making these 1 

minute ‘taste bites’ to demonstrate 

what our lessons are about, and we 

are very proud of them. If you can’t 

decide which lesson to choose for 

your class outing, have a look here: 
 

 Biodiversity in the Table 

Mountain Biosphere 

 Groot Constantia Heritage Site 

 Make a Museum Display 

 Rocky Seashore Study 

 Slavery at Groot Constantia 

 The Weather Station 

 When Great-Granny/Grandpa 

was at School 
If the video doesn’t start when it opens in 

Google Photos, click on the screen or 

the PLAY button ► at the top right corner 

___________________________________ 

We have made it more convenient 

for teachers to book lessons online:  

Online bookings 
Click on the link below: 

___________________________________ 

VALUES-DRIVEN EDUCATION 
Many school use the slogan Enter to 

Learn, Leave to Serve. Ours is: 

Enter to Learn, Leave to SAVE 
 

With our best green greetings 

Sigi, Anton, Mark, Natasha & Lynne 
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